
MINUTES OF THE CONEY HALL VILLAGE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  
A.G.M. HELD AT THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS 

ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2016 
 
 
PRESENT  
  Dennis Moor (DM) President 
  Alan Coxon  (AC) Vice Chairman 
  Stella Etheridge (SE)  Secretary 
  Michael Lever (ML)  
  Sheila Chivers (SC) 
  Beryl Coxon (BC) Minute Secretary 
  Jeff Hurst (JH) 
  Christine Riches (CR)  
Apologies:  

John Stone (JS) Chairman 
  Lata Govada (LG)  
 
AC opened the Meeting at 8.15pm in the absence of JS.   He welcomed everyone and 
explained that the Chairman was unwell, due to an ankle injury. 
 
He was also pleased to welcome Councillors Neil Reddin and Graeme Arthur. 
 
AC also thanked our President, DM, for attending the Meeting as he had had a hip 
replacement the week before. 
 
AC then read out a tribute to JS, who has been the Chairman of the Residents Assocn. 
for many years, thanking him for all his hard work and dedication.   He will now be 
resigning as Chairman but we are happy that he is remaining on the Committee as our 
Treasurer and also in charge of Planning. 
 
SE then spoke, summorizing the Minutes of last year’s AGM.   She drew everyone’s 
attention to the Planters outside the shops in Kingsway and the fact that they were 
now ready for the summer bedding. There had been many compliments about the 
Planters since they were installed. 
 
SE stated that there is still £8,000 left of the Local Parades Initiative Grant but this 
money will be held until decisions are made about new parking proposals and the 
possibility of resurfacing the area in front of the Kingsway shops.   We are awaiting a 
decision from TFL. 
 
The collection of £2 from residents for our Assocn. funds is getting more difficult and 
a pilot scheme is being tried in part of Queensway, allowing residents to put their £2 
into an envelope and then to put it through the door of their Road Steward.  The result 
is encouraging. 
 
SE told the Meeting about various issues causing concern in Coney Hall, including 
the shabby state of the exterior of Wickes.   There had been some progress on this but 
there was still more to do.   SE had asked for more visible signs for the ‘Entrance’ and 
‘Exit’ of the car park, but Wickes said there were adequate signs on the ground but  
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these were ignored. She also spoke about the proposed erection of a mast at the 
bottom of Birch Tree Avenue and with the support and advice from Councillor 
Arthur, this proposed application has been turned down.   To prevent further invasion 
of our Greens, we have applied to have them declared a ‘Community Asset’. 
 
SE drew the attention of the Meeting to an article in the Spring Newsletter regarding a 
Blue Plaque commemoration to Elsy Borders, who used to live in Kingsway before 
her death and who campaigned for a fairer deal for first time house purchasers.   This 
was still in application stage. 
 
Most residents were pleased to see poppies around the area for Remembrance Day.  
These were given to us by the British Legion in exchange for a donation.  We plan to 
do this again this year and several shopkeepers have asked to be included. 
 
Our Residents Assocn. have been asked on three separate occasions if we could help 
Residents to deal with neighbours who neglect their property and gardens.   
Regrettably our Assocn. has no authority to deal with this or even advise in these 
matters.  The Council tell us that unless rubbish is being dumped in their garden or 
there is a Health & Safety issue, there is little that can be done.   However, SE has 
been in touch with Robert Buckley, the Council’s Conservation Officer, who 
suggested we contacted a website regarding this problem.   We will follow this up. 
 
At this point in the Meeting AC said that a new Chairman and Committee now had to 
be elected.   DM, as our President, then stood and took over the proceedings.   He first 
of all reiterated what AC had said about JS, our Chairman, and again thanked him for 
all the years of hard work he had put in.  SE was proposed as our new Chairman by 
ML and this was seconded by SC.   At this point SE took over the Chair from AC .   
SE asked that the Committee be re-elected en-bloc as all were willing to stand again.   
Joy Lever proposed this and it was seconded by Barry Plater. 
 
SE spoke about the possibility of a sub-committee being considered, who could 
shadow the committee in case help was needed.   She felt that an injection of younger 
blood was needed and she said she would welcome the names of anyone interested in 
assisting us. 
 
SC then spoke respecting the Garden Competition, which will be held on Sunday 24th 
July.   She hoped that many residents would enter their garden in the competition.   
She is also opening her garden for charity, once in May and once in June. 
 
JH then spoke about our local environment and how we have several volunteers who 
are helping to keep our area looking nice.   Some residents were concerned about the 
amount of cutting back that has been done to the shrubbery in Gates Green Road and 
a letter was written to the local residents regarding this.   Julian Fowgies has promised 
that Bromley Council will re-plant trees in the next planting season.   Mr. & Mrs. 
Rickard were extremely enthusiastic volunteers and JH presented them with a small 
gift from the Assocn. 
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DM reminded the Meeting about the Village Fair to be held at the Assembly Rooms 
on Saturday 7th May 2016. 
 
Refreshments were then served.   After a short break SE introduced the Councillors, 
who she felt were now great friends of the Assocn. as they always came up with an 
answer.  The floor was then open for questions from the audience. 
 
A Mr. Bennett spoke about the loss of the nets in the tennis courts in the Park.   He 
felt this was very sad as it was somewhere that many people could go and play tennis. 
The nets were taken from the Park by the Council without any notification.   There 
were very strong feelings that this was a big mistake.   A long discussion took place 
and various suggestions were put forward, including a fixed steel net.   This would all 
cost money and Councillor Reddin said the nets were removed because of vandalism.   
Friends of Coney Hall Park asked to be kept in the loop as what the outcome will be.   
It was suggested that perhaps people could bring their own nets but this was not an 
option.   Allison from the Play Group, who is a Committee Member of Friends of the 
Park, would like to apply for a grant for improvements to the Park and perhaps some 
of the money could then go towards new tennis nets.   More funds need to be raised 
and perhaps some could come from a donation by the Residents Assocn.   SE 
promised that she would report back to the Committee about the situation. 
 
June, the Hall Caretaker, thanked the Residents Assocn. for getting the alleyway 
cleared between Kingsway and Gates Green Road.   A team from the Council came 
and did the work after contact from the Assocn. 
 
Joy Lever complained about traffic in Layhams Road that would not stop to let buses 
go past, whereby this often caused congestion where the road narrows.   She thought 
maybe a sign could be put up “give way to on-coming traffic”.   The Council 
promised to look into this. 
 
A resident asked, as we are now a Village, whether there should be a 20 m.p.h. speed 
limit in the area as there are many speeding cars.   AC said that he has tried many 
times to get some calming measures but there is nothing that can be done at present 
due to lack of money. 
 
A resident asked about the old John Rigby School site.   Application has been made 
for 53 houses but the Council has refused.   An appeal is pending. 
 
Much discussion then took place respecting the need for another Secondary School in 
the Coney Hall area as Hayes School is well over-subscribed.   Counc. Reddin then 
stated that they would await the outcome of the appeal regarding the John Rigby site 
before any decision was made.   The catchment area of schools is now changing and 
residents with children showed much concern about not getting their children into our 
local schools. 
 
 
 
 



- 4 - 
 
SE told the Meeting that Coney Hall is having its 80th birthday this year and we 
would like to have an Exhibition outlining what has happened over the years.   She 
asked for any material anyone might have.   Letz Move Estate Agents have offered 
their premises to hold the Exhibition at the end of November 2016. 
 
SE closed the Meeting by thanking the Councillors for attending and also all those 
residents who had come along. 
 
The Meeting closed at 10pm. 


